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A Few Notable Events in W. L. Gore's History
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knew Teflon’s unique properties as an electrical insulator
and was trying to coat wire with it. Finally, in the fall of
1957, with help from his son Bob, he succeeded in pro-
ducing a good ribbon cable by sandwiching wire berween
Teflon tapes. DuPont, with its traditional business of sup-
plying raw materials, didn’t want to enter the wire busi-
ness. Nonetheless, it granted Bill Gore permission to start
his own company and agreed to provide the required sup-
ply of Teflon.1°

In 1958, Bill and his wife, Genevieve (“Vieve”), both
45 years old, invested their life savings to form W. L. Gore
& Associates, which operated from the basement of their
home in the suburbs outside of Newark, Delaware. The
company’s first product was the Multi-Tet insulated wire
and cable. In 1960, Gore received its first major order,
for 7.5 miles of insulated ribbon cabling from the Denver%i
Water Company. This required increased manufacturing
capacity and prompted the company’s move from the
family basement into its first manufacturing plant nea{}by.”

In 1969, Bob Gore discovered that rapidly stretching
PTFE did not break the material byt made it strong,
highly porous, and extremely versatile. This new pol‘ﬁ[mﬂ
expanded polytetrafluoroethylene (ePTFE), was the ‘fimm”
step toward Gore-Tex, the waterproof and breathable
fabric that made the company famous. This polymer founc
its way into shoes, gloves, head gear, and other oul;doc:i1
adventure wear that was used in expeditions to the North
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Wiring Strip™ known as Multi-Tet cable, | |‘ |

1972 Gore's annual sales reached $10 million. ‘i}iH} l i

1981 Gore fibers were used in space s‘ults In tw Ina% 1”‘?‘3‘5%08 ﬁihutﬂ‘e mle?:sloqji }:

1986 Bill Gore died while hiking In wyi‘:mmg‘atj‘a‘ge 74. Bob (T:ﬁire b;‘v;ecame CEQ.

1992 Glide dental floss was Introduced nationally. U | 'I

1997 Elixir guitar strings were introduced. |
12000 Chuck Carroll became president and CEO,
2005 ~ Vieve Gore passed away at age 91. Terri Kelly 3ucgﬁeded Chuck Canml!iips bz
| 2007 Gore hit the $2 billion sales mark. i i
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Wbsim,i]http;ﬂww gore.comti
il Al i

‘;N: WL, Ge

ciate ownership through shareholding.

‘J‘ |
il

g;esiqgm and CEO.
L H Il it

i

and South Poles and Mount Everest.!? In 1981, the
spacesuits worn by NASA astronauts on the space shuttle
Columbia were made with Gore-Tex fabric.!? :

By 2011, Gore held more than 2,000 patents
worldwide in ficlds ranging from fabrics, electronics,
medical devices (implant biomaterials), consumer products,
pharmaceuticals, and polymer processing.'* More than
25 million people around the world had Gore’s medical
implants. Gore also supplied the most technologically
advanced portfolio of membrane electrode assemblies
(MEA products) for the fuel-cell industry.'* Refer to
Exhibit 1 for some other notable events in the history of
the company.
. I

W

| I
""Robinson and Stern, pp. 177-178, _ |
L Gore & Aot lnc, O Hitoy WL Gore & st
NS D wasgor fomAimeline (sccomed Mereh 1, 2018, |
| I i e e

“Hamel, p. 85, |

T

{111 i |
{111t LR | il

‘ I
*Qur History,

%" W, L. Gore & As
A il
i it

W, L. Gore & Associates, Inc., “About Gore, W. L. Gore & Associates
sit ngmmﬂWabopmﬁpdethl (accessed March 10,

W. L. Gore i ‘hsmnqu“ Inc.,

bid, ‘
|









